
HVA is the only nonprofit 
organization dedicated to protecting 
water and land in our entire 
Housatonic River Valley, covering 
2000-square-miles from the 
Berkshires to Long Island Sound. 

For more information about our 
programs, please call our 
Stockbridge office at (413) 298-7024 
or email mass@hvatoday.org. 

Clean Water For Life 

HVA-Berkshire Office 
PO Box 496, 14 Main Street 

Stockbridge, MA 01262 
413-298-7024 

mass@hvatoday.org 
 

What is  
Stormwater Runoff? 
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intern, Gaea Cortes (2018-19) 

Funding support provided by a grant from 
the Central Berkshire Fund of the Berkshire 
Taconic Community Foundation. Information 
brought to you by the Housatonic Valley 
Association in partnership with the Town of 
Lanesborough.  

When rain falls 
or snow and 
ice melt, the 
water that 
flows off of 
hard surfaces, 
such as roofs 
streets, paved 
parking lots 
and driveways 
is called 
runoff. This 
water is not 
treated.  

It goes directly from storm drains to 
nearby rivers and ponds. On its way, it 
picks up any trash and other pollutants 
and carries them straight to our 
waterways. These contaminants destroy 
the water’s ecosystem. It can kill fish, 
frogs and plant life and raises bacteria 
levels making the water unsafe for us as 
well. 
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10 Easy Ways You Can Help 
Prevent Storm Drain 

Pollution 

• Use less Fertilizer on your 
lawn 

• Use fewer toxic pesticides 
less often 

• Compost 
• DON’T LITTER 
• Properly dispose of pet waste 
• Recycle used motor oil and 

antifreeze 
• Take authorized household 

materials to authorized 
collection sites 

• Wash your car on the lawn 
and use vegetable soap 

• Limit sand and salt use 
• Spread the word! 

How does runoff  
become polluted? 

As water flows down streets and 
across parking lots and lawns it 
picks up pollutants including: 

• Yard waste such as leaves 
and grass clippings 
 
 

• Pet waste  
 

• Motor vehicle leaks  
 

• Trash 
 

• Fertilizers and pesticides 
 

• Sand, salt and soil  
 (from roads, unpaved driveways,      
 construction sites and farm fields) 

You can be RIVER SMART. Here are 10 easy steps! 

Keep any motor vehicles well maintained 
to prevent leaks. Fix any leaks quickly. 
Oil, antifreeze and other vehicle fluids 
don’t belong in our rivers and lakes! 

 

 

Park your car on the lawn and let that 
soapy, dirty water soak into the 
ground rather than run off your 
driveway and into the storm drain. 
Rest assured, car wash wastewater is 
collected and treated. 

 

 

 

Pet waste is loaded with bacteria. It’s 
unhealthy for all of us to leave it on the 
ground. Pick it up with a bag and throw it 
in the trash. Besides, no one wants to 
step in it. 

 

       
          

          
         

        

 

       
          

          
         

        

 

 

 

 

When it comes to using sand and salt on 
your driveway and walkways, don’t 
compromise your safety, but use 
sparingly. Salt and sand is very harmful 
to the aquatic habitat. 

 

 Pick up litter! Keep your storm drain 
free of leaves, trash and other debris.  
 

Litter, especially plastic, is harmful to 
our wildlife. Plastic can entangle wildlife 
or, if ingested, it can clog the animal’s 
digestive system. 
 

Sweep up grass clippings up off streets 
and sidewalks, don’t hose them off, or 
let them wash into the storm drain. 

 

Yard waste dumped down the riverbank 
degrades habitat and often ends up in 
the river. As it decomposes, it reduces 
the oxygen available for fish and other 
aquatic life. Compost yard waste away 
from riverbanks.  

Test soil first to determine if fertilizer is 
necessary. Apply only the directed 
amount. Never apply before a rainstorm. 
Consider organic alternatives.  

 

To find out the date of the next 
Household Hazardous Waste Collection 
Day please visit the Northern Berkshire 
Solid Waste District’s website at 
nbswd.com 

 

Let others know that storm drains lead 
right to the nearest waterway. Remind 
them not to dump anything down the 
storm drain.  

 

1. Fix motor vehicle leaks quickly 

2. Wash your car on the lawn  
or at a car wash! 

 

3. Pick up your pet waste 

 

4. Limit sand and salt use 

 

5. Keep your neighborhood clean 
 

6. Compost yard waste  

7. Use less fertilizer and 
pesticides 

8. Let pool water dechlorinate 
 

9. Save hazardous household 
materials  

10.  Help spread the word 
 

 

 

Storm drain outfall discharging unknown fluid. 
Photo taken by an HVA volunteer 

If your storm drain is clogged or you 
suspect illicit dumping: call the 
Lanesborough Highway Department at 
413-443-1921. 

Before emptying a pool, let the water 
sit for a few days to dechlorinate. 
Then empty pool water into vegetated 
area such as a lawn. 

http://www.nbswmd.com/

